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this country. I think it is a moment 
when the leadership class of this coun-
try should be amplifying an optimistic, 
can-do message that I think is in ac-
cord with the values of Virginians and 
the values of Americans. I suspect that 
that kind of a message—the acknowl-
edgment of the difficult reality but the 
foundation being laid for the begin-
nings of an American comeback after 2 
tough years—is the message that we 
are going to hear from President Biden 
tonight. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
f 

SUPPORTING REOPENING THE 
UNITED STATES CAPITOL BUILD-
ING AND SENATE OFFICE BUILD-
INGS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

Mr. HAGERTY. Madam President, I 
rose in this Chamber 2 weeks ago to 
again urge the Senate to reopen the 
U.S. Capitol and to reopen the Senate 
office buildings. At that time, Demo-
crats objected to my resolution in sup-
port of reopening. Two weeks later, it 
has become even more clear that the 
American public is tired of government 
mandates and of COVID shutdowns. 

Democrats have exploited the pan-
demic to execute a power grab over 
American life—a power grab that al-
lows Democrats to dictate whether 
children can attend schools, whether 
Americans can keep their jobs and op-
erate their businesses, and how elec-
tions are conducted. These Big Govern-
ment lockdowns and mandates have 
caused irreparable damage that will be 
felt for generations to come. As we 
move ahead, we mustn’t lose sight of 
this lesson. 

On the bright side, even the Biden ad-
ministration is seeing the poll num-
bers, and they are adjusting the science 
accordingly. On Friday, the CDC 
changed its guidance once again. Now 
indoor masks are not recommended for 
most Americans. Masks are no longer 
required on either side of the Capitol 
Building. Why, even Washington, DC, 
has opened up and lifted its mask man-
date. Amazingly, all of this happened 
just in time for the State of the Union 
Address. 

The only science that is being fol-
lowed here is the political science, but, 
thankfully, America is returning to 
normal. Americans everywhere are 
safely living their lives—going to work 
and school, visiting stores, attending 
events, and gathering with their fami-
lies and their friends. They shouldn’t 
have to know somebody in order to 
visit their Representatives, to take a 
tour of the Capitol, to get into this 
building. 

It is time for the lockdown on democ-
racy to come to an end. Today, I am 
once again asking my colleagues to re-
join reality and reopen the Capitol to 
those to whom it belongs—the Amer-
ican people. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Rules 

and Administration be discharged from 
further consideration and that the Sen-
ate now proceed to S. Res. 512. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 512) supporting re-

opening the United States Capitol Building 
and Senate Office Buildings to the American 
people. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HAGERTY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to; 
that the preamble be agreed to; and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 512) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of February 15, 
2022, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

Mr. HAGERTY. Madam President, I 
am glad that the Senate has agreed to 
my resolution to reopen the Capitol, 
and I urge the House of Representa-
tives to pass a very similar resolution 
that was introduced in that body so 
that all parts of the Capitol Complex 
are open to the American people. 

I also stand ready to work with my 
colleagues and with the Capitol Police 
to implement this resolution so that 
we can welcome the American people 
back into their Capitol as soon as pos-
sible. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

POSTAL SERVICE REFORM ACT OF 
2022—Motion to Proceed—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

H.R. 3076 
Mr. PETERS. Madam President, last 

night, the Senate came together for 
the American people and overwhelm-
ingly voted to move forward on his-
toric, bipartisan, bicameral, and long- 
overdue reforms that will help ensure 
the stability and the long-term success 
of the U.S. Postal Service. 

The Postal Service is one of our Na-
tion’s oldest and most trusted institu-
tions. It serves as a critical lifeline for 
millions of Americans, including sen-
iors and veterans in rural communities 
who expect the Postal Service to de-
liver vital mail, including supplies and 
medications. 

However, for more than 15 years, this 
public service and its dedicated work-
ers have been hindered by burdensome 
financial requirements. The need to 
quickly pass these balanced reforms, 
which are broadly supported by the 
American people, has become increas-
ingly urgent. 

One persistent burden has been a re-
quirement to prefund every single cent 
of healthcare benefits that every single 

postal worker employee will use when 
they eventually retire, no matter how 
far off that may be. This is something 
that no business in America is required 
to do, and for good reason. It makes no 
practical sense, and it has imposed an 
enormous cost on the Postal Service 
that has threatened their ability to 
provide reliable and timely delivery. 

In recent years, we have seen first-
hand how burdensome policies have 
driven the Postal Service to resort to 
harsh measures to cut costs and, as a 
result, compromise delivery service. 
We must act now to set this critical in-
stitution on a sustainable financial 
footing by passing the Postal Service 
Reform Act. 

This bipartisan, commonsense legis-
lation will save the Postal Service 
more than $49 billion in the next 10 
years by eliminating the aggressive 
prefunding requirement for retiree 
health benefits and by integrating 
postal retirees’ healthcare with Medi-
care. 

These changes will help ensure the 
Postal Service, which is self-sustaining 
and does not receive taxpayer funding, 
can continue serving the people and 
avoid making severe cuts down the line 
that would impact millions of Ameri-
cans. These reforms will also require 
the Postal Service to deliver 6 days a 
week so it can continue serving as a 
critical lifeline for countless commu-
nities that need timely delivery of 
their essential needs. 

This legislation will also make the 
Postal Service more transparent and 
accountable to the American people by 
making weekly local performance data 
publicly available online, enabling 
every single community to see exactly 
how the Postal Service is performing in 
their area. 

I introduced this legislation in the 
Senate last year and have worked hand 
in hand with Ranking Member ROB 
PORTMAN from Ohio, as well as Chair-
woman MALONEY and Ranking Member 
COMER on the House Committee on 
Oversight and Reform, to craft this 
bill. 

Last month, the House passed this 
legislation with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support. Last night, we saw this 
body advance it with significant bipar-
tisan support once again. Now the Sen-
ate has a historic opportunity to move 
this legislation forward. 

I am proud to have helped secure sig-
nificant bipartisan support for our Sen-
ate companion bill, with a total of 14 
Democratic and 14 Republican cospon-
sors backing the legislation. 

Together, we can finally, after more 
than 15 years, pass this commonsense, 
bipartisan legislation to set the Postal 
Service on a stable financial foot and 
bring it into the future. We can support 
our dedicated and hard-working postal 
employees, as well as the customers 
whom they serve. We can set the Post-
al Service up for success so that fami-
lies and small businesses, veterans, 
seniors, and all Americans can con-
tinue to rely on this critical public 
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